Portuguese Asia
guese attempt to find a sea-route to India and the Far East. And,
of course, while the loss of the monopoly of the eastern trade
would damage Turkish finances, its transfer to Portugal would
enormously increase the resources of that kingdom. Though the
Portuguese drive east took the form of a struggle for a trade
route, the crusading element was so marked that the Church was
able to bless what otherwise would have been filibustering. To get
the trade, the Portuguese would not only have to open the Cape
route, but also fight the Mohammedans, who carried goods by sea to
the Persian Gulf. But since the days of Roland and Roncesvalles
Islam had been the mortal enemy of the Christian Church. That
now sufficed for a casus belli. Accordingly, King Emanuel of Por-
tugal was able to procure from Pope Alexander VI, the Borgia
whose brutal face as depicted by Pinturicchio and carved by Cara-
vaggio is so familiar to us, a Bull, dated 1494, granting him title to
all the lands which might be discovered east of a line drawn north
and south at a distance of 570 miles from the coast of Europe.
Eight years later, after Vasco da Gama had returned from his
voyage to India, the same Pope allowed the King to style himself
'Lord of the Navigation, Conquest and Commerce of Ethiopia,
Arabia, Persia, and India'. For the Pope thus to dispose of the
world—for at the same time he gave the like title to the King of
Spain in respect of all territories west of the af orementioned line—
was in accordance with the theory of the Papacy as an institu-
tion, not only uniting all Europe spiritually under the Holy
Father, but which potentially was a world state with the Pope as
its Priest-Emperor.
This conception makes it clear that the Portuguese were re-
garded by the Holy See as its emissaries. Their king was given the
Bull and the title because it would be his duty to bring all Paganism
to the steps of St. Peter's. It is important to bear this in mind, for
it explains why Goa was as much the ecclesiastical as the mercan-
tile capital of Portuguese Asia.
The romantic or chivalric aspect of the Portuguese incursion was
verynotable. The leaders were all aristocrats. They considered them-
selves knights fighting in a grand emprise. In 1500, the year from
which their eastern adventures may be roundly dated, knight-
errantry was already somewhat old-fashioned.. In 1605, when Cer-
vantes published Don Quixote to ridicule it, it was tiresomely out of
date. But just as Spain and Portugal are to-day behind the rest of
Europe, so were they also in the sixteenth century. Chivalry re-

